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,The chief nurvose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying persommel in the Reculer Aruy, Reserve vorps, National 
Guarc., and others connected with aviation. 

Qi DO-—— 


TH! CPASE OF THE 


BOXING BOMBER: PLANE 


By the Wright Field Correspondent 


On October 30th, Wright Field was the 
scene of one of the most serious acci- 
dents ever 
ment. The new four-motor Boeing 
Bombardment airvlane brought to the 
Materiel Division on August 20th, as an 
entry in the bombardment Procurement 
Competition, creshed upon take-off for 
a test fhight and burned, costing the 
life of Major Ployer P. Hill, Chief of 
the Flying Branch, and injury te the 
others of its crew. 

In the airplane at the time, in addi- 
tion to Major Hill, were Lieut. Donald 
L. Putt, test nilot; Leslie Tower, 
Boeing test pilot, who had flown the 
big plane non-stop from Seattle to 
Wright Field; John Cutting, Wright 
Field test observer; and Mark Koogler, 
Wright Field mechanic. Cutting anda 
Koogler, who were in the cabin, left 
the plane immediately upon landing. 
Somehow, Lieut. Putt managed to get out 
of the cockpit. Of the four survivors, 
Tower was the most seriously injured. 
His condition, though at first grave, 
seems favorable at present, end the 
eg of the others is satisfactory. 
fajor Hill lived only for about three 
hours after the crash. 

Occurring as the accident did direct- 
ly on the field, immediate aid was vos- 


+ 


‘a burn. ; 
So swift had to be that aid, and 60 


occurring to Air Corps equip-|!quiet about their burns have been those 


jwno escaped the need of actual hospital 
itreatment, that the names will probably 
inever be known cf all those whose cour- 
jage overceme the terrcer of that moment 
jin rescue work of the most desnerate 
‘kind. Lieuts. Giovannoli and L.F. 
‘Harman had to be taken to the hosvital. 
| Among the first acts of General nobins, 
lupen being called to the scene cf the 
‘crash, was the nawing of the Accident 
lInvestigation Board of four officers - 
Lieut.-Colonel Frank D. Lackland, ; 
iCaotains J. M. Gillespie, L.C. Craigie 
fand H.C. Bogert, to determine the cause 
lof the crash. This promptness enabled 
jan imacdiate examination before the 
;ground or plane cuulid be greatly dis- 
| turbea. A though dozens cf witnesses 
\were interviewed by the board, it was 
alwost a week vefure physicians permitted 
‘!'tnose who had been in tae airplane to be 
‘questioned. Since they are all seasoned 
itest flight men, a definite determina- 
ition of the cause can undoubtedly be 
labrived at. 

The Boeing will be missed in its shin- 
ling beauty on the flying line, but another 
iBoeing can be built. Irreparavle, how- 
lever, is the loss of Major Hill, soldier, 


sible, and it sneaks well for the organ-| gentleman, and air pilot, whose years cf 


ization of all forces taat aid was sup- 
plied without loss cf time in this dire 
emergency. The fire department was on 
the scene almost immediately. The am- 
bulances arrived before Major Hill and 
Mr. Tower could be gotten. from the 
cockpit. Willing hancs lent aid at 
great personal risk. Indeed, the cali- 
ber of bravery shown in that desverate 
hour was the type of which an organiza- 
tion may well be proud. Mr. Tower, who 
had been standing in the cockpit and 
was not strapped in, was lifted uncon- 
scious through the smashed windshield 
Windows and a rupture in the cockpit 
top, and eased over the side to the 
ground. Lieut. R. K. Giovannoli enter- 
ed the flaming cockpit and had to cut 
free Major Hill's shoe before he could 
lift him through the top where willing 
hands took the burden. Officers and 
Civilians worked shoulder to shoulder, 
the slivpery fire extinguisher fluid 
making every grasp difficult, every 
touch of clothing or hot metal meaning 


j;experience in flying, cool judgment, 
‘courage, skill, and joy in his work gave 
hin an easy and natural leadership among 
the test pilots whose chief he was. It 
is many a long da; since Wright Field 
has «known so great a pall of sorrow. It 
will be long before vur loss is forgotten. 
Major Ployer P. Hill was born in 
Newburyport, Mass., October 4, 1894. 
atteaaed grammar school and high school 
in his native city and, after »ursuing an 
engineering course at Brown University, 
graduated in the year 1915, and from that 
time until his entry into the military 
service curing the World War his occupa- 
tion was that of civil engineer. Upon his 
enlistment in the Aviation Section, Signal 
Corps, December 4, 1917, he was sent to 
Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, for 
his ground school training. Following his 
graduation in April, 1918, he was on duty 
for a brief period of time at the Aviation 
Concentration Camp at Camp Dick, Dallas, 
Texas, and he was then transferred to 
V-5898, A.C. 
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Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., for flyi¢ 
instruction, which he completed in July, 
whereupon, on July 31, 1918, he was com- 
missioned a second lieutenant. Assign- 
ed to active duty at Chanute Field, he 
remained there for two months and was 
then transferred to Ellington Field, 
Houston, Texas, to undergo instruction 
as a Bombardment pilot. At this station 
Major Hill performed the duties of radio 
officer until March, 1919, when he was 
transferred to duty in Washington in 
the Contract Section, Supply Group, 
Office of the Director of Air Service. 
In June, 1919, he was assigned to duty 
in the Training and Operations Group. 

He received his appointment as a 2n 
Lieutenant in the Air Service, Regular 
Army, July 1, 1920, and was promoted to 
lst Lieutenant the same date. 

In August, 1920, Major Hill was order- 
ed to duty with the American Army of 
Occupation in Germany, and from Septem- 
ber of that pone until July of the fol- 
lowing year he wes on duty as Ingineer 
Officer of the Air Service Flying Sta- 
tion at Weissenthurm, Germany. 

Upon his return to the United States, 
he was assigned to duty with the leth 
Aero Squadron at El Paso, Texas. In 
February, 1923, he was transferred to 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., to under- 
go a course of instruction in aerial 
vhotography. He completed tinis course 
the following August and remained on 
duty in the Department of- Photography of 
the Air Service Technical School a 
Chanute Field until June, 1924, when he 
returned to duty in Washington, being 
assigned to the Training and War Plans 
Division, Office of the Chief of Air 
Service. 

In May, 1925, he was ordered to duty 
at Mitchel Field, New York, and he re- 
mained at this station as commanding” 
officer o?: the: 14th Photdé. faction. until 
November, 1929, when he was ordered to 
duty in the Philippines, being station- 
ed at Nichols Field. 

_ Completing his sorekgn service tour 
in the Islands where, for the most part, 
he was in command of the 6th Photo Sec- 
tion, he returned to the United States 
in May, 1932, for duty at Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio. He served as test pilot 
and as Assistant Chief cf the Planes 
and Engines Maintenance Unit. On July 
29, 1935, he was assigned as Chief of 
the waying Branch, Materiel Division, 
with the temporary rank of Major. 

Major Hill's cheerful disposition and 
his unfailing courtesy at all times 
gained him many friends who greatly 
mourn his untimely demise. The Air 
Corps lost an efficient officer and one 
of its most outstanding and skillful 
hag? oe The sincere sympathy of the 

ir Corps is extended to his sorrowing 
Widow and his other relatives. 

we ol Hill died in the service of his 
coun 


ry striving to advance aviation. | 
-o- 


SMOKE SCREEN DEMONSTRATION BY 37TH ATTACK 


The 37th Attack Squadron of Langley 
Field, Va,., turned out six ships to make 
the trip to the Aberdeen Proving Ground 
on October end. Aberdeen was the gather- 
ing point of the Ordnance Department, 
members of the Society of Mechanical En- 
gineers and their guests in order to wit- 
ness the demonstration of all the Ordnance 
equipment of the United States Army. All 
types of armament were demonstrated to the 
crowd of approximately 5,000 persons. 

The demonstration by the A-8 Attack 


poe roved to be very interesting. 
hree s “et each having two tanks of : 
smoke, laid down a screen while in forma- 


tion, and effectively screened the entire 
landing field for a’ period of three 
minutes. 

The offensive power of the Attack plane 
was displayed in the bombing and gunnery 
to no a degree. While in a formation 
of three planes, ground targets were at- 
tacked, using four guns per plane, and 
the strafing power of this type of plane 
was ably demonstrated. While on the same 
mission, thirty bombs of the 30-pound 
fragmentation type were dropped in two 
yonses at a target from an altitude of 

,000 feet. This mission was also suc- 
cessfully completed, the grouping of the 
bombs being close and well placed. 

As an additional demonstration, the 
37th Attack Squadron went to Edgewood 
Arsenal and performed a mission for the 
benefit of the class of Neval officers 
attending the School in Chemical Warfare. 
One Attack plane came across the Bush 
River and laid a smoke screen upwind from 
a Navy boat. Then a plane loaded with 
tear gas came in through the screen and 
attacked the boat. Following this came 
two planes loaded with red dye represent- 
jing mustard gas. The Naval officers on 
the boat were well protected with masks 
end other equipment, which was quite ne- 
cessary, as the red dye coated the vessel 
| and. personnel very noticeably. 

The Air cot ersonnel making the 

trip consisted of Captain Schramm, Lieuts. 
| vcLennon, Grussendorf and Qualm, Flying 
|Cadets Amspaugh and Thomas, Master ber- 
geant Nero, Staff Sergeants Hoahland, 
House, Adams and Miller, Sergeant Gott, 
Privates Smith, Cassel and Gangemi. Some 
of the enlisted men made the trip by auto. 
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NIGHT FIRING BY 35TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 








Va., conducted night firing on Octo 
(14th, using 30 calibre and 50 calibre 
'tracer bullets upon ground targets. Flares 
were used to illuminate the targets. The 
practice as a whole was very successfvl 
and gave the pilots experience in attack- 
ing ground forces at night. 
~-=-000~--- 
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The 35th Pursuit Squadron, aor Field, | 
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FLIERS DEPEND UPON "RARTHWORNS. " 


HE ground oreparations for 
the Stratosphere Flight sug- 
gest the dependence of 
Tlight upon the en who stay 
on the ground. 

At 6:00 a.m., Armistice 
Day, in the National Geogra- 
phic Society Headquarters, we 
are listening to = radio ac- 
count from the Ravi’ City 
, bowl describing the cround 
preparations for the third attempt at a 
stratosphere flight under the auspices 
of the Geographic Society and the Aruay 
Air Corps. 

The great balloon has veceived about 
two hundred thousand cubic fcet cf 
helium, and forty thousand more are 
ready to be put to wnen the air-tight 
steel gondola is attached. ‘the exten- 
Sive ground preparations which have 
been necessary for this flight remind 
us that in all flying the ground instal- 
lations and personnel are quite as es- 
sential as those taking the air. 

the organization of the greund instal- 
lations requirei to supoort the opera- 
tions cf an eir force will never be sta- 
tic for any considerable period of time. 
Each forward step in the develorment of 
airplanes, airplane engines and plane 
eguipnent of the Air Force requires 
some modification, sometimes drastic,at 
other tines minor, of the servicing 
equipment on the airdromes. 

Major developments in the tactics and 
strategy of the employment of air 
forces usually imoose changed or new re- 
Yairements upon the ground personnel 
and equipment. Ina science which de- 
velops as rapidly as flying has develop- 
ed in the past two decades, the school 
system pertaining thereto assumes great 
importance. It is in tne latoratory 
and schoolroom that many improvements 
in equipment,new ecouipment, tactics and 
strategy are devised. From the very 
nature of war tactics, there are so 
a | limitations upon service testing 
of ideas that a great part of the air 
tactics, as developed to date, must 
await the test of the next war, in 
order for their value to be fully deter- 
mined, 

This being true, it is seen that we | 
shall enter the next conflict depending 
upon much that has undergone only the 
test of the school room and the labora- 
tory. The responsibility which rests 
pan these peacetime activities is 
therefore a grave one. The fullest and 
Widest range of study and experinenta- 
tion are reouired in the theory and de- 
velopment of tactics and equivment which 
cannot be fully service~tested except 
in the crucial test of battle. 

On the other hand, to take the atti- 
tude oftentimes assumed by those who 
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ithese matters, namely, that we should 
‘hold fast to that which has been proven 
lin battle anc reject that untried by 
ithis tlaming test, would, if adopted, 
jleave us et a complete disadvantage in a 
jconflict with those: who have pressed 
jtheir eercnautical development. 

| Realizing this, eimen have strongly 
,and consistently resisted all efforts to 
\force this stand-pat attitude upon them. 
/They resolutely turn their faces toward 
‘the future and press onward to a greater 
‘and still greater progress. This resolu- 
lsion on the part of fiiers is obtaining 
‘splendid results. It is due to this 
'type of flier that we now have airplanes 
icapadle of a speed of 424 miles an hour; 
jof 6,200 wiles non-stop flight on one 
ifueling; of 40,CO00O feet altitude, and of 
fifty-five tons lifting capacity. 


a These powers represent a tremendous ad- 


ivance over the airplanes which received 
‘she stern test of battle in the World 
\War. They are a gloricus monument to the 
‘vision and perseverance of intrepid air- 
lmen. Taney represeut the best efforts of 
many devoted men who have cheerfully made 
the supreme sacrifice in furtherance of 
the things they believed in.. 

| Even as this is written in the stratos 
isphere headquarters of the National 


iGeographic Society in oe we are 
‘listening to the account of tne last 


minute checks being made by two represen- 
tative airmen who are once again about to 
forge upward into the relatively unknown 
realm or the stratosphere in order that 

ts secrets may be secured to the further 
advautage of flying. 

Earlisr in the nicht we learned that a 
twenty-foot rip had appeared in the great 
balloon just below the ecuator. lothing 
daunted, Captains Stevens and Anderson 
directed the repair of the rip and proceed 
ed with their preparations. altnough 
these men had to jump to save their lives 
ween they made their former stratosphere 
flight, in their singleness of purpose 
and devotion to the cause of science they 
have pexmitted no obstacles to interfere 
with their effort to make another great 
contribution to the lmovledge of the 
little explored regions of the upper air. 

And now aviation enthusiasts and scien- 
tific men ell over the world are singing 
the praises of two intrepid aeronauts - 
Captains Stevens and Anderson - for. 
ascending into the stratosphere t@ abeisht 
never before reached by man. The ceiling 
of the dig balloon, as announced by 
Captain Stevens in the course of a radio 

conversation, was about 74,000 feet. This 
is almost half a mile in excess of an un- 
official mark set by two Russian aeroneuts 
in January, 1934, who lost their lives in 
a crash landing. The actual eltitude the 
two Air Sorps officers attained will not 





have given relatively little study to 
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be known until the sealed instruments car- 
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ried in the stratosphere balloon are 
calibrated by the U.S. Bureau of 
Standards. 

Here it can be truthfully said that 
atience and careful ground preparations 
adtheirreward. Weeks were spent at 

the stratosphere camp at Ranid City, 
South Dakota, awaiting a favorable op- 
portunity to make this venture into the 
upper air regions. Time after time dis- 
apoointment came when promises of favor- 
able weather did not materialize, and by 
just one of those strange turns of fate 
a day most propitious in world history - 
Armistice Day - gave these two courage- 
ous Army airmen the opvortunity they 
were SOnESRE for, and they made the most 
of it. 

While the feat of reaching the highest 
altitude thus far recorded is a most 
outstanding accomplishment, the value of 
the scientific investigations conducted 
on this flight, through the use of spe- 
cially conceived instruments little 
known to the layman, may prove such as 
far to exceed the expectations of even 
the most sanguine scientist. 

The flight was a complete success, the 
landing vsrfect and all the instruments 
intact and containing information which 
Will no doubt keep scientists busy for 
quite a while studying and evaluating 
it. This data may reveal hitherto un- 
known facts of, perhavs, a most start- 
ling nature. 

One thing is certain, and that is thet 
the world's store of knowledze will be 
enriched through this venturesome and 
extremely courageous expedition, socnsor 
ed jointly by tne National Geographic 
Society and the Army Air Corns. Just as 
the Army airmen bided their time until 
they could give the command "hands off," 
so must we wait expectantiy until the 
full import of this exploration into the 
stratosphere is made known. 

Congratulations, Captain Stevens and 
Captain Ancerson! Congratulations also 
to ng pi Randolph P. Williams, ground 
operations officer, and all the other 
members of the ground crew. 

---000--— 


NEW DE-ICING DEVICE 


A B-12A Martin Bomber at Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, has been equipped vith a 
new set_ of Goodrich De-icers of the me- 
Chanically attached type. After the 
airplane is prevared to receive this 
type De-icer, installation aad removal 
Can be accomplished in approximately 
half the time required for the cemented- 
on type. The propeller blades, out to 
the BO-inch station, and the spinners 
are covered with sheet rubber anc tieat- 
ed with an oil solution. The rubber 
surfaces on the propre tere will be pe- 
riodically coated with castor oil to 
maintain the de-icing aay erties. This 
set of equipment will be tested during 
the winter months. 





MILITARY AVIATION AND CHEMICAL WARFARE 
By Lieut.Ellsworth C.French, Wash. N. G. 


Military aviation may find chemical war- 
fare to be its most serious problem in 
case of another national emergency offi- 
cers of the 41st Division Aviation, 
Washington National Guard, were told by 
Colonel Alex Sabiston, who participated 
in the Fourth Aray Command Post Exercise 
at Fort Lewis, Wash. 

Colonel Sabiston, cf Spokane, Infant; | 
Assistant Chief of Staff to General Whi 2 
of Oregon, Commander of the 4lst Divic..: 
deliverec a well prepared and illustra:’. 
two-hour lecture on the Air Corps part. - 
cipation in the problem "as I saw it in- 
directly while performing my regular 
duties." 

"It was my good fortune to be quartered } 
with the Air Corps officers assigned tx 
the provlem," Colonel Sabiston contin, 
“end they were the finest group of o*::- 
cers with whoa I have come in contac. | 





From them I gathered much of my informa- 
tion for this lecture." 

Toward the end of the problem Colonei. 
Sabiston said that the "maroon" chemical 
warfare officer became very active 
through the use of gas bombDs on the 
"blue" airdromes. 

"TI think the Air Corps officers were 
impressed with the fact that such activi- 
ties might very easily put their cpera- 
tions out of commission for & hours," 

e said, "because they perfected a real 
airdrome organization." 

Colonel Sabiston was interested in the 
fact that soon after the problem started 
many of the original airdrome locations 
were abaridoned and new ones established 
within the range of ald of the va- 
rious types of aircreft. In several in- 
stances the airdromes were moved further 
back into the theatre of operations. 

"The pilots and observers from Crissy 
Field, Salif.," he said, “actually went 
out and photographed much of the terrain | 
over whkich the oe took place, and 
these photographs were very valuable. 

Bombardment and Observation eviation 

redominated throughout the problem, with) 

bservation doing a great deal of work 
and providing wuch valuable information. | 
The ground arms of the service apparently | 
dic not appreciate the fact that ‘time | 
was necessary for the Air Corps to pre- | 
pare for the various wissious wanted.' 

An order was issued that all missions 
desired for the next day had to be made 
known at 4:00 p.m. the day before. In 
preparing the problem, lending fields 
were established from maps which apparent-, 
ly indicated satisfactory terrain fora | 
landing field, while actual photographs | 

i 
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of the area proved the proposed sites to 
be entirely satisfactory. 

Very little voice was used in communica- 
tions, ccde being used almost entirely. A | 
very satisfactory system was worked out 
waereby code signals and frequencies were 
changed every five days for a —. 
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and air stations, and for certain units 
of the various organizations. 

Early in the problem an enemy air- 
craft observation station system was es- 
tablished, and before the oroblem ended 
this system became al:iiost eutirely an 
Air Corps activity. 

fhe Air Corps officers worked out a 
very svlendid s:stem whereby they could 
intercept enemy aircraft. It was a sys- 
tem of strings, each marzed into 10-min- 
ute flight periods and each attached to 
the friendly aviation stations. 
euvering these strings on tne course of 


the enemy flight, as reported by the obd-! 


servation stations, tne officers could 
tell in anu instant where the enemy air- 
craft could be intercepted." 

Colonel Sabiston stated that during 
the early days of the problem the “Eiue" 
air force gained and maintained atr su- 
premacy because of the inferior type of 
aircratt supnosedly used by the 
"Naroons. " This situation changed, 
however, and soon the battle for 


"supremacy of the air" became a real en-' 


gagement. 

Most pugzlinz to officers ef the 41st 
Division aviation is how the "Maroon" 
forces landed their thousands of trcoovs 
without being detected, and from whence 
came the "Maroon" Sombers in advance of 
the troops. 

The field order for the problem was 
disnlaved, as were many of the maps and 
other orders necessary to the "Slue 
Air Force operation. Durins the two 
weeks of the problem a pile af typ2- 
written orcers more than ten inches 
hizh were written. 

The first order to the"Plue" Air Force 
was to gain air supremacy and destroy 
docks, transports, suonlies, carriers 
and enemy shore bases. Pursuit was or- 
dered to stop all enemy cbservation 
from the air. 

All Department of Co:merce radio com- 
munications were taken over by the Air 
Corps and operated in cooperation with 
Department of Commerce officials. 

Colonel Sadiston regarded the paver 
given oy Colonel Roy 5. Kirtland, Air 
Corps, as the "Sinest of all comment 
after the problem was over." 

~—=aQQde==— 
TELD EXERCISES BY THIRD Wilc 

The 20th Pursuit Group with its three 
tactical squadrons, the Sd5th, 77th and 
79th, carried oui field exercises at 
Tallulak, La., on Octover Grd and 4th. 
The 71st Service Squadron, with 45 
trucks, prececed the air echelon and 
set up temporary Headquarters. 

Forty-one airplanes of the cOth 
Pursuit Group, plus the 90th Attack 
Squadron, participated in maneuvers be- 
fore the Command and General Staff 
School at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,from 
October 9th to 1éth. 


By man-' 


=f 


On October 16th and 17th, the Third 
'dittack Group, with the 8th, 13th and 
iSOth Attack Souadrons, performed a 
|field maneuver at Tyler, Texas. The 
| Ground ecuelon with Gl pieces of motor 
| trausvortation was furnished by the 
| €Oth Service Squadron which set up tem- 
| porary field headcuarters. 
| The Third Wine, GhQ Air Force, with 
| 70 airnlanes of both the 20th Pursuit 
, Group and the Third Attack Group, occu- 
|; pled Shushan Airport at New Orleans , 
'hLe., from Cetober 20th to Ath. Fifty 
' trucks were furnished by the 60th and 
|“1st Service Squadrons as transnorta- 
'¢ion for the ground echelon and for 
| general logistical purposes, and a 
| total of approximately 200 enlisted men 
iparsicipated. Gunnery practice vas 
| held over La‘<e Senbchideata, and both 
| Groups patrolled the area between New 
;Crleans, la., and Pensacola, fla., for 
; the purpose of ovseiving and repelling 
| uytuical hostile fleet invasion fron 
, the Ccirection of Cuba. J 
|. Shusnen Airport proved itself an _ 
| ideal air base, and the officials of 
'¢he Airport and leadin™ citizens of New 
\ cooperated in every way possible 
tuis the most satisfactory as 
tie most enjoyable maneuver yet 
this Wing. 

---000--~ 


FIRST AIRSHIP TO VISIT BARKSDALE FIELD 


Crleans 
to make 
wel3, as 
held b;7 


Some 1,000 citizens of Shreve»vort, La. 
and vicinity, witnessed on October cdth 
the erriva:, servicing and devarture of 
the first cirshin to visit Barksdale 
‘Field. ‘The 20-1", efter maxing a non- 
{stop fligut from Langley Field, enroute 
|%o its new base at Sunnyvale, valif., 
jlanded at Barksdale Field at about 11:00 
jam. “The airshiv was held on the ground 
| by enlisted men cf the @rd Ving and of 
i; the Barkscele Ficid Station Complement 
‘While it- wus serviced with 700 gellons 
(Of gasoline and the pilot secured the 

latest available weather data. The air- 
skip was preceded oy two Bombardment 
airolanes carryizcg the advance agent and 
a portable (sectlonelized) mooring mast. 
~-=000-—— 


Major-General &. Ito, the directing 
;general of engineering in Jaren, accom- 
‘panicd by six Juonese officeis and one 

apauese engineer, vaid a vist to 
oth. 


The 


! 

| 

| 

| 

er Ca ; ae 
| JAPANESE OFFICIALS VISIT BARKSDALE FIELD 
| 

| 

| 

{ 

| Bericedale Field on November 

| 


| Program in his acnor included an aerial 
- review of the Tnais) Wing and a luncheon 


‘at vhe Ofrivers! Club. 

Gererel Ito was impressed vith the 

, Size of tue Plying fleii, as well as the 
' post prope, and made the statement: "In 
Japan we do not have such rouu. I think 
i Barksdale Field is ideal for traininz." 
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KAUAI'S "MYSTERY FORSST" PROVES WONUMLNT TO FIRST U.S.-HAWAII FLIGHT PILOTS 


Riddle of Strenge Forest Discovered by C.C.C. Workers Solved. Was Som 
from "Bird of Paradise," first Flane to Complete U.S. - Hawaii Flight 





Amazed and incredulous were C.C.C. - 
workers recently when, in the eroded 
and deforested areas of Kauai, north- 
west of Waimen Canyon, they suddenly 
ran upon an unknown forest of mauy 
hundreds of sturdy youn; trees waving 
their fresh green foliase like so many 
flags uncer the brilliant sun. "How on 
earth did these get here?" they asked, 
usin; their own more vigorous exnle- 
tives. 

A careful examination of the trees 
only served to increase the wnystery,for 
all were of the same size, age, and 
kind - New Zealand Karaka - anc yet 
there was nowhere in the locality an 
Older tree of the species that could 
have claimed to be the "proud papa" of 
even one or two of the strange new 
trees, let slong the entire Iorest. 

Here was - mystery, indeed, and only 
a fevered search through the letter 
files of the Governor of the Territory 
and the Commanding General of the | 
Hawaiian Department, plus considerable 

eering throuzh the windows of an unin- 

abited old building, eventvaily solved 
it. 


The old building into which the vital 
peering wes done stands peesreay ina 
solitary corner of old “heeler Field on 
the Schofield isilitary Reservation. 
Though it is more than amply defended 
by millions of defiant burrs, hardened 
cross-country hixers can a»proach, veer 
through the chinks in the windows, and 
discover in the gloomy interior - the 
"Bird of Paradise" - first plane suc- 
cessfully to negotiate the Pacific from 
the States to Honolulu. 

It was from this plene, once courage- 
ously piloted for 2400 miles across the 
Pacific from Oakland, Calif., to ... 
Honolulu by Lieuts. Albert Hegenberger 
and Lester Maitland, and now destined 
for a place of permanent glory in a 
future military museum, that Xauai's 
mysterious Karaka forest was sown 
almost six years ago. It all came 
about in this way: 

Along in Uovember, 1929, revorts that 
all was not well on the Island of Kauai 
came to Bruce Cartwricht, then Acting 
President of the Board of agriculture 
and Forestry. Badly eroded, the region 
northwest ot the Waimea Cauyon was sad- 
ly in need of a forest covering to keep 
the soil from continuing to wash into 
the sea. But the cut-up and inacces- 
sible condition of the land made ordin- 
ary metnods of tree planting highly in- 
practical. The Board of Forestry was 
pondering the matter when it suddenl;- 
received an inspiration. It passed the 
inspiration on to Lawrence M. Judd, then 
Governor of the Territory who, ia turn, 


grees it on to Major-General Fox Conner, 
hen commanding the Hawaiian Department. 
: “ould the Army provide an airplane 
'from which tree-seeds could be scattered 
lover this section of Kauai so badly in 
ijneed ox trees and which it was impossitk 
| to reforest in any other way?" 
| Never failing to terward a good pvur- 
|pose, the Army provided a plane - the 
i "bird of Paradise," which, after its his- 
itoric Pacific flight (June 28-29, 1927), 
i;had been turned to Regular Army service 
(in the Hawaiian Departiuent. Not only 
had its mission become less romantic, but 
its name as well, for in place of the 
oetic designation "Bird of Paradise," 
it bore the prosaic title "U.S. Arny 
Fokxer O-2." 

The "tree-plenting" flight was made 
from old VYheeler Field on Movember 15, 
192 Seed, selected by the Forestry 
Board, was picked up at tne Hanapepe 
Airvort, anc in the course of three 
flisuts over the srea to be reforested, 
1689 pounds of seed were dropped. Dur- 
ing these trins, the plane carried the 
following occupants: ist Lieut. R. . 
Culbertson, pilot; lst iieut. J.L. 
Leutzenheiser, co-pilot; Corvorai H.W. 
Pike, radio onerator; Privates L. T. 
Chevalier and EH.B. Rabalais, mechanics; 
and Assistant Forester A.W. Duval, who 

upervised the actual dropping of the 
seed as the plane flew over the exten- 
sive area. The section covered by the 
plane included the. Puu-Ka-FPele Reserve, 
Na-Pali-Kona teserve, and part of the 
Lihue-Koloa Reserve. 

This, then, is the solution of the 
mystery of the sturdy little army of 
Keraka trees now growing near the Alekai 
Svamm on Keuai. ina letter recently 
; received by Major-General Hugh A. Div, 
present Cormancer of the Hawaiian Depart- | 
ment, 0.§. Judc, Territorial Forester, 
commenting on the aerial tree-planting 
verture of the "Bird of Paradise," wrote: 
“We are still very grateful to the U.S. ? 
Aimy for the helpful assistance in fur- 
nishing the Fokker plane, now out. of 
comnission, for the work cf seed sowing 
from the air which has given the good 
results recorded in this letter." 

"Out of commission" the "Bird of 
Paradise" now indeed is. Its flying days | 
are over. It is to be placed in a wusew | 
to preserve for posterity the memory of | 
Maitland and Hegenberger, who hold the 
same preeminent place in the history of | 
Pacific Air Navigetion that Lindbergh | 
holds in that of the Atlantic. France 
has a monument to Lindbergh's heroic 











achicvewent. In Hawaii, until a more 
pans Me jag can me eee, this. * 
flourishing army o raka trees sown by 
the "Bird of Pavadisel will serve for | 
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all who come uoon it, dy land or air,as 

an undedicated monunent to the two hero- 

ic ploneers of America's brilliant 

future of air achievement in the 

Pacific - Maitland and degenberger. 
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RESERVE ACTIVITIES aT RICHARDS FIELD 

In his first contribution to the News 
Letter, the Correspondent from Richards 
Field, Kensas City, Mo., summarizes the 
activities of Reserve units thereat dur- 
ing the past several months. 

The 450th Pursuit Squadron had their 
summer training at Cam» Ripley, Minn., 
during the period August 18 to 31. 
Twenty-one Air Corps Reserves attended, 
and a total of 262345 hours was flown. 
Actual training with ground troops was 
perfornea throughout the two-weex 
period, in additicn to photographic, 
aerial gunnery and instrument training 
under the bood. The Grd Infantry, Fort 
Snelling, Minn., and the 30th Field Ar- 
tillery, Fort Des Moines, who were on 
field maneuvers, and the Iowa National 
Guarc, Camp Dodge, Iowa, who were in 
annual encampment, were the ground | 
ee and furnished the tactical vrot- 

ems. 

The 314 Observation Squadron was 
trained at Fort Des Moines, Iowa, and 
used the Municipal Airport at Des Moines 
as the airdrome. Eleven Reserve offi- 
cers attended the camp, and training 
with ground troops from Fort Des Moines 
was conducted during the period 
September 29th to October leth. The 
flying time during this period totalled 
e10:05 hours. Training included all 
the phases which featured that of the 
first camp, excent aerial zunuery. The 
Commanding Officer of this activity de- 
sires to thank publicly the ccumanding 
officers ot the various srounc organiza- 
tions whose interest anc work on the 
various problems made thcse cemps Dd; 
far the most interesting ever attended 
by the Air Corps Reserves. 

During the month of October, a total 
of 109 Army aircraft, carrying 76 pas- 
sengers, visited Richards Field. Among 
these visitors were Congressman NcSwain; 
Brig.~General Frank M. Andrews, Lan:ley 
Field; Major Deford, Maxwell Field; 
he in McClellan and McDonald, of 
Bolling Field, also Major Beam; Majors 
Whitehead and Giles, Langley Field; 
saptatne Laughinghouse, Marshall Field, 
and Hackett, Wright Field. 
and Northern contingents of National 


The Fastern | Texas. 
jCurtiss "Condor" air liner, piloted by 


FIRST FORCED LANDING IN SEVEN MONTHS 


The News Letter Correspondent from Iuke 
Field, T.d., calls attention to the fact 
that the 7end Bombardment Souadron at that 
station had its first forced landing over 
a period of seven months on October llth, 
when Lieut. Bewyer set his Keystone Bomber 
down "dead stick" without a scratch after 
he discovered that his instrument panel 
began suokins. A starter switch plate was 
found to be loose. A new switch was in- 
stalled, the wiring replaced, and the 

lane was ready to fly again within a very 
ew hours. 

The previous forced landing occurred 
seven months ago (March, 1935) at Luke 
Field, due to a new engins overheating. 

"The versonnel of the 72nd Scuadron," 
concludes the Correspondent, "deserve spe- 
cial mention for their excellent work and 
results with such old equipment." 


~-=300-=— 
CHANGES IN AIR CORPS NON-COM. PERSONNEL 


Five noncomaissioned officers of the 
Air Corps were receatly placed on the re- 
tired list, viz: 

Master Sergeant Charles Gail, Rockvell 
(Wield, Calif., and Technical Sergeant Tony 
J. Odens, Barlzsdale Field, La., on Sevten- 
ver 20, 1925. 

Master Sergeants Stevhen McAlko, Merch 
i Field; Henry Wechsler, Mitchel Field, and 
| Arthur J. Shanley, Nandolph Field, on 
|October 21, 1925. 

Nonconmissioned officers promoted to 
i the grade of aster Sergeant were lst | 
, sergeant David H. Van Houton and Techaical 
'Sergeent Herbert Michler, Randolph Field; 
'Tecnnical Sergeants Benjanin J. King, 
'Langley Field, and Don W. Whiteside, March 
‘Field. 
| Four Staff Sergeants were promoted to 

the grade of Technical Sergeant - Leonard 
|Miramontes, Barksdale Field; Willian 
|Fitzpatrick, Hawaiian Devartment; Richard 
| Deninzton, March Field, and Henry Kirby, 
| Brooks Field. 
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| CONGRUSSMEN VISIT ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 
! A Congressional party, consisting of mem- 


'vers oa tue douse siilitary Affairs Comnit- 
!tee - Messrs. John J. McSwain, of South 
| Carolina, Chairman; J. Joseph Smith, of 


:Cennecticut, and John M. Costello, of 


| California, recently visited Kelly Field, 
im, aay oa " rs S s 
They were flown to San Antonio in a 


Guard organizations, who sent represen- i Major Hez McClellan and Captain George CO. 


tatives to the National Guard Conven- 
tion, also kept the field personnel 
busy for a few days. 
In conclusion, t 
ondent adds: "If anyone has a svare 
ngar laying around it could be used 
to a good advantage." 


|}McDonald, Air Corps. 


} 


| 


he News Letter Corres-| of the Air corps Training Center, and 


' 


LY Upon their arrival at 
Kelly Field they were greeted by Brizadier- 
General James E. Chaney, Commanding General 


Colonel Jacob #. Fickel, Commandant of the 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School, who accom- 


{panied the party on a tour of inspection of 
a 


V-6898, A.o. 











Kelly Field. 

The visit of these Congressmen has _ 
amen revived hope among the »ersonnel 
oi Kelly Field tauat this post will soon 
be rebuilt. 

wag OQ--— 


WEIL KNOWN FORESTRY OFFICIAL PASSES AWAY 
By the News Letter Corresvondent 


He wasn't in the Air Corps, end he 
wasa't a licensed commercial pilot. 
However, no friend of aviation will be 
missed more arcund Felts Field, Spokane, 
Wesh., than Howard Flint, Assistant 
Resional Forester, No. 1, embracing 
western Montana, northern Idaho and a 
suall part of eastern Washington. 

it was with a feeling of real scrrow 
that airmen of the Washington Nationel 
Guard in four planes went recently on 
the mission of flying over the funeral 
party of Mr. Flint in Missoula,Moatana. 

Mr. Flint, well known to many Arny 
flyers, flew forest patrol operatious 
for the past ten years, and probably 
had to his credit more vhotographic 
hours than any other person in the 
United States. Zach summer for. the 

ast tea years he spent four months at 
P2600 feet photogranhing national 
forests for the Forest Service. He had 
made sufficient prints to reach more 
than once around the world at the 
equator. 

Mr. Flint, who organized the National 
Geographic Society's expedition down 
the Salmon River, was taken ill on the 
trip. It was necessary for Pilot Bob 
Johnson, of Missoula, to fly the sick 
man off from a very narrow sand bar in 
the Salmon River. Before Mr. Flint 
reached Missoula, he became unconscious 
in the airplane and died a short time 
aiterward in a Missoula hospital. 

In the airplane formation from Felts 
Field were Captain L.C. Sherman, Lieuts. 
Emmett Corrigan, Dale Swarta and Claire 
Kartnett, whe flew formation over the 
funeral parity. 

~—QQQ--— 


REFUELING PLAN!S WITH SMALL CONTAINERS 
By the Wheeler Field Corresvondent 


It is an established principle that, 
during field overations, aviation gaso- 
line will be supplied in 50-gallon 
drums and 5-gallon tins. Tank cars on 
sidings at reil-heads are most vulner- 
able, as are the field servising trucks) 
The failure cf the servicing truck 
would ground an eatire unis. The 
tracks made by a servicing truck would 
disclose the vositions of airplanes to 
aerial observers, whereas drums aud 
tins can be rolled or carried to the 
gas park positions, using different 


can be loaded to its capacity with other 
supplies. 

As a basis for future study and in or- 
der to train its own nersonnel as well 
as test different methods, each of the 
comonent tactical squadrons of the 18th 
Pursuit Groun were required to service 
from o-gallon tins for a sufficient pe- 
riod to become thoroughly familiar with 
the probleis involved and tne methods of 
meeting then. 

One souadron conducted its tests in the 
field during the Hawaiian Joint Maneuv- 
ers when actual war conditions were simu- 
lated, and the other two later conducted 
their, tests at Wheeler Field. 

A es-ton Federal truck was used for 
transporting the Srgailon tins of gaso- 
line. The floor of the truck was cover- 
ed with felt to eliminate static elec- 
tricity and prevent sporxs. wy laying a 
olatform of Tones boards on top of the 
side seats of truck, two layers of tins 
could be carried therein, which made a 
load of 140 cans, or abeut 700 gallons, 
sufficient to refuel a Pursuit or Attack 
Squadron aiter an average mission. 

In filling the tins, the gasoline was 
first taken from the station aqua systen, 
then passed through a field servicing 
truck in order to gain the advantage of 
two segregations which would eliminate 
the slow process of filtering the gaso- 
line at tae airplane to be serviced. Dur- 
ing all filling operations, the tins were 
vonded to a ground. 

The 19th Pursuit Squacron conducted 
its refueling test in the field under 
simulated war conditions, the airplanes 
being dispersed around the airdrome. A 
fas perk was established about 50 feet 
from each airplane, end the cans were 
covered with canvas to protect them 
from the weather and aerial observation. 





) 





Hach gas park was equipped with two 
spouts especially designed for this 
fueling operation, with a vent tube, a 
hose and a bonding wire. The first issue | 
of gasoline was delivered during daylight 
to acquaint the supnly personel witr the 
dispersed positiousof the airplanes. eo 
Later deliveries were all made at night. } 
It was found that with two man crews the 
entire squacron could be serviced with an 
average of 40 gallons of gasoline and two | 
quarts of oil in 12 rinvtes. 

Tne 6th Pursuit and the 26th Attack 
Scuacrons conducted their tests at 
Wheeler Field. With the same equipment 
that was used by the°19th Pursuit, the 
weex's test by the 6th fursuit showed 
that, using three man crews, the entire 
squidron could be refueled simultaneously 
in 10 minutes at the rate of 50 gallons 
eg ag t 

The 26th Attack Squadron found it ne- | 
cessary to use different equipment be- 
cause of the type of viene used, and em- 





routes each time. The use of the drums 
and cans conserves rolling stock, as | 
any car only partly filled with gasol ime! 


nalies 


ployed en €-foot length of fabric, rubber 
linea standard one-inch fuel hese, with | 
metal tubing spout on one end and an air 
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tainer, suchas a gallon measure, or one! 


vert filler can on the other. Using two | 
man crews, it was found that all planes | 
could bc sarviced simultaneously at the | 
rate of 4.6 gallons per winute per air- | 
plané, and with 4-man crews at the rate | 
of 5.co gallons per minute. ‘The refuel- | 
ing ov oil wes comparetively slow, aver-| 
aging “ quarts per minute. 
As for the actual mechenics of the re-, 
fueling operations, several methods were | 
tried, and the most successful for each 
type of piane is here describad. YVith 
tne P+l2 plane, the 3-man crew was found 
to be the best. Oue man moved caus vrom! 
park to right front or airvi.ane aud re- | 
moved adante: suout From empty caus. One 
man screwed the adepter into full caa 
and handed it to the men on the airplane,| 
at the same time snapni the bondin: 
wire onto the new can ané the other énd | 
of this wire to the outlet of the carbu- | 
retor heater. The man on the airvlans |; 
can stand on tue lower wing aud wreel or, 
straddle the nose of the airplane just | 
in rear of the cowling. I1 either posi-! 
tion he can balance tie gasoline can on | 
the unper wing and elimiuate tue ueces~- | 
| 
| 


sity of holding aloft the Se-vound can 
while it crains. 


Hor the A-@ airvlane, the best method | 
was to place the nose metal soout in thei 
airplane fuel tank and allowing it to 
rewé@in tuere during the entire refueling | 
operavion. The hose was run through the, 
upper wing hand grip and a fumel with a, 
one-inch openiag and a l<-inch bell was | 
then inserted in the end of the hose. 
The upper wing hand sriv held the fuanel | 
in tne correct upright position. ‘he 
crew chief wovld stand in the front 
cockpit and emoty the tin iuto the fun- | 
nel. The assistant crew chief would 
stand on the ground and land up the full | 
tins and receive the empties, and by | 
using two air vent filler cap spouts he | 
would have a full tin alvays ready to be| 

oured into the furnel. L 

ng operations the tins were grounced to; 
the airplane by snap bondins wires. A | 
Foamite extinguisher was kent in close 
proxinity to every airplane being fueled. 

The systen of refueling from tins has | 
many advantages, the saving of time ve- | 
ins the most important. The process ! 
would be even more satisfactory during | 
actual war conditions when the airplanes: 
are parked in a cajoutlaged trench 
hangar. 
by furnishing oil in gallon cans insteed| 
of S-vallon cans, as the spout on a gal-| 
lon can could be inserted in the oil 
tank and the can would be light enough 
to be held in the draining position. 
With the 5-gallon can, tne oil must 
either be transferred to enother con- 


man must hold the can aloft until the 
tank is full. 

The preparation and preservation of 
the tins presented a problem. It was 
decided that the most satisfactory solu-; 





«ties 


Refueling could be syeeded up 2 


tion woulc be to veaint the exteriors of 
the cans in camcuflage colors and, when 
the cans were to be stored, to coat the 
intericrs with a solution of gasolins and 
oil. The painting of the exteriors in 
cameurlage colors not only protects the 
eurface of the tins but reduces their vis- 
ibility from tne air, which greatly sim- 
plifies field concealment. 

A great deal can still be done to in- 
prove ths tectnigue of this method of ser- 
vicing. Hxperfence based on the use of 


aivrerent types ef airplanes and in dif- 
ferent weather conditions is needed. A 


long stev forward wovld be wade if each 


lunit iu the air Corps were to conduct a 
test 2 serviciag from tins. The reports 
cf the ditferens units would give a fair- 


ly comprehensive picture of ail the prob- 
lems it ils vessibvbis to meet, and world 
prevare the Air Torce to operate under 
acoual war conditions. 

==--¢09-—= 


BRITISE ©LYahS VISIT KELLY FIELD 


Syuadrou. Leader Oddie and Flight Lieut- 
éenaut Bariiett, of the British Royal Air 


nD 
o vicitcd the Air Corps Advanced 
Flving School, Melly Tield, Texas, on 
ctober 26th. Atter escorting these offi- 
ers to the Attack, Bombardment, Obdserva- 
ion and Pursuit Sections, the camera ob- 
scura bombing range and the niniature 
range building, eyowere entervained at 
lunckeon at the Cadet Mess. In addition 
to the Kelly Ficld personnel attending 
this luncneon, General Lelffeld and Captain 
bLeciz, of the Massackusetts National Guard, 
were aiso present. 

Following the luncheon, the British of- 
ficers, with tho Assistant Commandant of 
the Advanced Fiyins School, the Director 
cf Flicht Training, and Chiefs of the 
Training Sections, hela a round-table 
discussion of various matters pertaining 


2¢ 


During all fuel+to the training of stucenis in vnis 


country and in Hiieland. 

Upon treir ceparture from this field 
they expressed their appreciation of the 
courtesies extenced to tnem curing their 
visit. 

remem Qgwn= 


AERIAL GUUNERY TRAINING aT CHAPMAN FIKLD 


h 


hat certain combat 
ce will be sent to 
shanuan Field i, m., tor eésrial 
sunnery trainans during the period November 
15, 1925, to March 15, 1956. Officers and 
enlisted men from the Second and Third 
Wings will particinete in this training. 
=—=900-—~ 


AIP RACSS aT MIAMI, FLA. 





tha 
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The Sth Annual AL] American Air Maneuv- 
ers Will be held at tie Vunicipal Airnort 
at Miami, Fla., for a period of three 
Gays, December 12-14, 1935. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEX VISTTS MARCH FILLD 


March Field again drew applause from 
a Congressional Committee when the im- 
portant Militery Affairs Committee of 
the House of Representatives visitea 
that station on October 26th and 27th. 
The Committee is completing a tour of 
military posts in the West. 

Especially enthused was Chairman John 
J. McSwain, of South Carolina. "This 
is my first visit to March Field," he 
declared. "I find it to be in wonder- 
ful condition. Most wonderful of all 
is the pride that the officers and men 
apoarently take in their training." 

Though none of the members cf the Com- 
mittee would commit themselves as to 
future appropriations for March Field, 
Mr. McSwain was impressed by the con- 
gested conditions existing in the en- 
listed men's barracks and by the need 
for more buildings to house them. The 
crowGed conditions are the direct re- 
sult of the recent transfer cf 350 en- 
listed men from Rockwell Field to March 
Field. 

Honoring the members cf the Committce, 
an air review of March Field's planes 
was held shortly after the party arriv- 
ed from the Griffith Pari airport in 
Los Angeles on October <Sth. The day 
before the Committee had inspected Air 
Corps installations at the Lonz Beach 
airnort and coast defenses of Fort 
MacArthur. 

Units particivating in the sky parade 
were the 17th Attack Group, in comnand 
of Lieut.-Colonel John H. Pirie, aad 
the i9th Bomberdment Group, commanded 
by Lieut.-Colonel Howard ©. Davidson. 
The 19th Bombardment Group landed iume- 
diately after the review, thus giving 
the 17th sky room to perform the aerial 
gymnastics for waich it is‘ so well 
known. Among the sky antics rere the 
figure eight and the Group Lufbery 
Circle which have delighted Hx 20sition 
visitors at San Diego since the Fair 
started last Spring. 

In an address at Wing Headquarters 
which followed the Wing Review, Briga- 
dier-General Henry E. Arnold made a 
strong appeal for more Pacific Coast 
air bases. He especially mentioned the 
need fcr one in the Pacific Northwest. 
The General pointed out that such a 
base would not only be strategic but 
would give outlet to March Field, now 
said to be quartered by 50 percent more 
men than can be taken care of with full 
training efficiency. 

The need for an air base in Alasxa 
was touched on by General Arnold. It 
was pointed out that establishment of 
an Alaskan base would establish tne 
United States in control of the North 
Pacific from Alaska to Seattle to Hawaii, 
that is, with the provision that long 
range bembers be provided. 


Forty millior. dollars would be sania | 
-10- 


cient to equip the whole GHQ Air Force 
adequately, according to General Arnold. 

Most spectacular of all the day's acti- 
vities was the intricate searchlight 

ractice and demonstration staged by 
Battery "A" of the 63rd Coast Artillery 

anti-aircraft) from Fort MacArthur, Los 
Angeles, and six planes from the 19th 
Bombardment Group from March Field. The 
wae ee 4 was in command of Captain Arthur 
B. Nicholson, ©C.A.C., while the 19th 
Bombardment Group planes were commanded 
by Lieut.-Colonel Howard C. Davidson. 

The planes approached March Field in 
groups of two, one flying 100 feet above 
the other. They,flew at a speed exeeed- 
ing 200 miles an hour, making it difficult 
’. for the searchlight men to locate then. 
One minute later they were followed by 
two other planes, and one minute after by 
two more. The Congressmen appeared to be 
favorably impressed with the demonstra- 
tion of skill on the part of the Coast 
Artillery and the Air Corps. 

The Coagressmen in the ede A were 
Messrs. John J. McSwain, Joseph Smith of 





jall pilots of the 4lst Division Aviation. 


Connecticut, John M. Costello of Holly- 
lwood, John Dockweiler of Los Angeles and 
|}Sam L. Collins, of Fullerton, Calif. The 
Committee was accompanied by Mr. Robert 
iM. Frazier, Secretary. 

After the speech by General Arnold, the 
Committee was entertained at luncheon at 
the Officers! Club. Among the guests was 
the Mayor of Riverside, Calif., Mr. E.B 
Criddle. 

Staying overnight at various officers! 
homes on the vost, the Committee left for 
the Rockwell Air Depot on October 27th to 
inspect various be there. 


AN AIR-MINDED STATE EXECUTIVE 


| After a few months' vacation from the 
jair, Governor vlarence ). Martin, Command- 
er-in-Chief of Washington National Guard 








troovs, has egain taken to the air, using | 
ships of the 41st Division Aviation, Felts | 
Field, Spokane. 

Recently, Governor Martin found himself 
confronted with a heavy schedule of engage- 
ments in various varts of the State. He 
requested an airplane, which was sees 
on a three-day trip by Lieut. &. Malstron. | 

The Chief Executive of the State of I 
Washington was taken off from a Department | 
of Commerce Field in his home town,Cheney, , 
and fiown to Walla Walla to attend a meet- | 
ing of the Pardon Board. de next visited 
the Grand Coulee power project on the 
upper Columbia River, where a C.W.A. Air- 
port exists, and returned to Spoksne.. The 
remainder of his flight was from Spokane 
to Yakima. 

Governor Martin has fvll confidence in 
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BIOGRAPHIES 


Y LIEUP.-COLONEL WALTSR R. WAVER 


During the World Var, a few months 
following his appointment as a Major 
in the Aviation Section, Signal Corts, 
lieut.-Colonel Valter R. Weaver, Air 


! 
Corps, was given the very important and | 
most airficult assigmaent of organizing 


the Aviation Mechanics School at Si. 
Paul, Minn. At this school instruction 
was given in fifteen branches of avia- 
tion mechanics to some 5,000 students. 
Col. Yeaver began his cuties as conmand-' 
ins officer cf this school on February 
14, 1918, anc tuwards the close of the 
War orders had been issued directing 
that expniusion and organization be com- 
pleted so as to increase the eurolinent 
to 10,00 students, so succcrsful had | 
been the operation 92 the school. 

Born at Citadel, Charleston, 5.0., | 
February 23, 1885, Col. Weaver was edu- | 
cated at the Virginia Military institute 
and tne United States Military sacaceny. 
Upon his graduation from VV 





West Point, 
February 14, 1908, he was conimissioned 
a second lieutenant anc assigned to the 
llth Infantry, serving with this regi- 
ment to July 1, 1910. He then served 


successively with the 23th, e4th, Ota, 
ceenad and 7th Infaniry regiments. He 


was promoted to lst Lientenant of In- 
fantry, December 4, 1915; to Captain of 
Infantry, May 15, 1917, ard to wejor, 
Aviation Section, Signal Corns, Noven- 
ber 5, 1917. His first station in his 
new branch of the military service was 
at Wilbur Wright Field, Dayton, Onio, 
where he reported November ec, 1917,and 
wnere he served successively as Uxecu- 
tive Officer, Intelligence Officer and 
vomnmanding Officer. 

On January 15, 1919, Col. Weaver took 
up his duties in the Cupply Group, a. 
fice of the Director ef Air Service, 
Washington, D.C., as Chief of the 
Mechanics Training Division. Later he 
was Chief of the Engine and Plane Main- 
tenance Section, Supply Group, which he 
built up to a high state of efficiency. 

In October, 1920, he began flying 
training at March Field, Riverside, 
Calif., upon the completion of which he 
was ordered to Kelly rield, Texas, for 
advanced training, qualifying as a 
Bombardment pilot and receiving his fly- 
ing rating on April <7, 192i. 

His flying training completed, Col. 
Weaver returned to tne Supoly Group, 
where he was assigned as Uhier of the 
Property Requirements Divisioa. In the 
period from December, 1921, to Cctober, 
1923, he couwmanaded Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
anc, despite many handicaps, among them 
Shortage of commissioned personnel and 
lack of sufficient funds to effect need- 
61 improvements, brought the operation 
of this station to a state of efficien- 


|Langley Fieid 





cy such as to bring him commendation 


‘-11- 


from inspecting officers. 
Yromn Mitchel Field, Col. Weaver pro- 


!ceeded to the Boston Airport, where he 


was in command for several months. From 


|Rebruary to June, 1925, he was a student 
‘at the Harvard University School 2f Busi- 


sg 


u 

ness Administration, following which he 
assumed command of the Air Denot at 
iddletowm, Pa., and served as such un- 
ii May, 1927. After completing a speci- 
1 course cf instruction in Air Corps 
Obvservetion at the Advanced Flying School 
at Kelly Field, Texas, he tock over the 
command of Maxwell Field, Montgomery, 
Ala. From January to May, 1931, he also 
served as Air Officer of the Fourth Uorps 
Area. 

™ransferred to duty in the Office of 

tue Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, 
Col. Weaver was assigned as Chief of the 
Plens Division. January 13, 1962. From 
August, 1922, to June, 1923, he attended 
the Army Industrial College, Washington, 
and upda his graduation therefrom he was 
assigned to duty as Chief of the Informa- 
tion Division, Office of the Chief of 

the Air Sorps. 

In September, 1934, he was assigned 
to duty in New York City as Air Corps 
rocurement Planning Representative, and 


M ct Siw 


in April, 1935, he was transferred to 
duty with the Headquarters, GHQ dir 


Lanzicy Field, Va., as Chief 


£4 
; zuspector. 


During the time he was stationed at 
Maxwell sield, Col. Weaver, during the 
time of the great Mississioni River flood, 
in March, 1229, versonally suoervised 
flood relie? activities for Southern 
A.ebama, where the towns of Elba, Geneva, 
Brewton, Pollard, Keego, River Falls, 
Gantt, Flomation, Sparta and Castieberry 
had been inundsted. Food and medical 
supplics to the extent of ez tons were 
delivered by airplanes of the czend Ovser- 
vation Squadron, Air Corps; tne 106th 
Obvservetion Sguedren of the Alabama ation 
al Guard, and a fuiight of airplanes from 

é Va., Witaout a casualty. 
At Maxwell Field, Col. Weaver planned 
and installed the finest cafeteria style 
mess for enlisted men in the U.S. Army, 
anc it proved an instantancous success. 
Several other Air Jorps stations have 
acopted this mess system for enlisted men. 

Fis principal inierest in flying is in 
tie Tiel Sea siontier Defense. In 
Observation Aviat*ica, his specific inter- 
ast is in radio-ccitrolled flights, he 
having personally directed the maneuvers 
of the different ciements. He directed 
and »nlanned a system of plane to ground 
contect work between the ecnd Observation 
Squadron planes aud American Legion Posts 
in every section cf the State of Alabama, 
this to be used in case of emergency, the 
pick-up and drop message panel s;stem 
being euployed. 

Away from the cares and worries of offi- 
V-6898, A.C. 
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cial duties, Col. Weaver has a mumber 

of hobbies to take up his spare tine, 

his principal one being radio, in 

which he has performed a considerable 

amount of experimental work. He is the 


|inventor of a game called Chessair, com- 


bining the elements of flying with the 
conventional game of chess. With galf, 


(his dogs and ais motor boat, "he has 
lnothing to do until tomorrow." 


~ago--— 
LIEUT.-COLONEL WALTER H. FRANK, AIR CORPS 


Iieut.-Colonel Walter H. Frank, Air 


Corps, becane affiliated with Army avia-, 


tion just 18 years ago when, as a Can- 
tain of Infantry, he accepted appoint- 
ment as Major in the Aviation Section, 
Signal Corps, on November 4, 1917, 
whereuvon he was assigned to duty with 
the Training Brigade at Kelly Field, 
San Antonio, Texas. 
ol. Prank was born at Huaphrey, N.Y., 

April 23, 1886. His graduation from 
the U.S. Militery Academy on June 10, 
1910, and his appointment as a second 
lieutenant of I antry was followed by 
his assignment to duty at Plattsburgh, 
N.Y., where he performed company, bat- 
talion and regimental duty until August, 
1913. For the next two years he was 
stationed at Madison Barracks, N.Y., 
following whick he served a tour of 
auty for three yeare at Schofield 
Barracks, Hawaii. 

Upon his return to the United States, 
Col. Frank wes stationed on the Mexican 
Border for several months, and he was 
then asegigned as student at the School 
ef Arms, Fort Sill, Okla., where he re- 
mained until his transfer to the Avia- 
tion Section, Signal Corns. He received 
his promotion to lst Lisutenant, July l, 
1916; to geptetn, Maz 15, 1917, and to 
Major, October £3; 1917. 
. Col. Frank's stay at Kelly Field was 
brief, for on Noveuber 22, 1917, ne en- 
tered upon his duties as Fxecutive Offi- 
cer at Ellington Field, Houston, Texas. 
He served as cormanding officer of this 
Pees from July 19th to November 5th, 

918, in the meantime taxing the regular 
course of flying training. He passed 
the required flying tests and received 
the rating of Junior Military Aviator, 
effective August 29, 1918. His adminis- 
tration of the Bombing and Gunnery 
School at Ellington Field brought him 
high commendation from the Director of 
Air Service. 

In December, 1918, Col. Fram: was 
transferred to ade f in Washington and 
assigned as Executive of the Trainins 


i; Section, Office of the Director of Air 
Service. From June to Ausust, 1919, he 
was vlaced in charge of an extensive Air 
Service Recruiting Campaign, the success 
of which attested to his high executive 
ability. For several months he served 
as a member of the Advisory Board, and 
in November, 1919, he was detailed as a 
student at the Air Service Engineering 
School at McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio. 
Following his graduation therefrom on 
September 15, 1920, he returned to 
Washington and was on duty in the Office 
of the Chief of Air Service as Acting 
Executive Officer from October 10, 1920, 
and as Executive Officer from November 
29, 1921, to September 22, 1924, 

Assigned to duty as student at the Air 
Service Tactical School at Langley Field, 
Va., Col. Frank graduated therefrom in 
June, 1325, and from the Command and 
General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, in June of the vollowing year. 
He continued his connection with school 
work by being then assigned as Assistant 
Coumandant of the Air Corps Tactical 
School, and he performed this cuty, as 
well as that of instructor, until his de- 
i'tail as a student at the Army War College 
‘in August, 1930. His graduation from 
tnis institution in June, 1931, was fol- 
lowed by a veriod of duty for four years 
iin the Plans Division, Orfice of the 
Chief of the Air Soros. 

On August 17, 19%, he was assigned to 
he command of Mitchel FYielc, L.I., New 
York, and of the 9th Cbservation Group. 
|He was vromoted to Lieut.-Colonel, January 
1, 1935. 

4n officer of high professional attain- 
ments, Col. Frank has served in an execu- 
tive capacity in various Air Corps insneuw- 
ers, end the manner in which he performed 
his duties »vrought him high commendation 
from ris suneriors. On numerous occasions 
he delivered lectures dealing with the 
tactical functions of the Air Corps, which 
also brought forth expressions of high 
piaiss. 
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PONTIAC ENGINEZRS CLUB VISITS SELFRIDGE FIeLD 


Members of the Pontiac Engineers 
Club, of Pontiac, Mich., 135 in number, 
visited Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, 
Mich., recently, and witnessed the 
routine flying training scheduled for 
the morning. The members of the Club 
were then conducted through the varicus 


activities of the post, and had luncheon 
at the Officers' Club and the Post Ex- 
change restaurant. 
wm QQ——s 
Once more the News Letter invites those 
handy with pen or pencil to submit cover 
design sketches. 
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AVIATION In RUSSIA 


Arty HE command of all tie air forces 

f tic, Of the U.S.5.R. is exercised by 
We by the Chief Air Force Adainistra- 
KS’ tion who functions under the 

_ Peovle's Commissariat for Defense. 
An Insvectorate of Civil Aviation, inde- 
pendent of this edministration, is also 
directly responsible to Voroshilov. 

Under the Air Force Administration are 
the Chiefs of the Air districts who are 
in command of the air units located on 
the territory of each cf the military 
districts (11 districts or regions), 
with the exception of the eviation 
schoois woiich are subordinate to the 
Training Acminuistration.. These chiefs 
are the technical advisers of the mili- 
tary district commanders to whom they 
are attached. 

From a tactical viewnoint the Air 
Force is orgarized into brigades of the 
autonomous Air Force, brigades of naval 
aviation and separate vaits. 

Since 1931, the USSR has not furnished 
to the Secretariat of the League of 
Nations official information abovt the 
strength and composition of its Aix 
Force. It is, nevertheless, possible to 
establish the existence of the following 
units, with the rescrvation cf modifica- 
tions which may have been made in this 
distribution but which will not percept- 
ibly change the figures given beluw. , 


i) Tas sutquomous Air Force com- 





abgut 48 squadrons ("oscadrilles"). 





\2) The units cooparating with the 
Army consist of about 58 separate squad- 
rons. 

(3) Neval aviation comprises 4 ori- 


ades consisting of abeut 1° grouns 
"escadres") as well as 1€ separate 
eoenrane Lusuring cooperation with the 
Navy 

(45 The Air Ferce of the Caucasus and 
Volga, not organized into brigacés, com- 
prises about © groups and 7 separate 
squadrons. 








"group") consisting of 0 groups. 


Tre total of these units is about 77 
groups and 83 separates squadrons; in ac- 
cordance with the missions assigned to 
aviation they are divided as follows: 

Pursuit units: About 26 grquos and 24 
seperate squadrons (about 35%), avproxi- 
matins 1,000 airplanes. 

Bombardment units: gbout 31 groups ana 

Separate squaurons (about 246), 
proxmating <00 medium and 310 heavy 

ombers. 

Observation units: about 22 grouns and 

separate squadrcns (about 27-31), 
approximating 1,000 airplanes. 

Attack units: about 4 groups and 1 
Separate squadron, apnroximating 400 
airplanes. ; 

© materiel of these units consists 
of about 3,000 planes in active service. 
The increase attained @uring 1924, in 








apn 
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5) A_sevarate air wing (literally ‘.. 


i 


zi 








relation to that of 1933, 18 about 45%. 
Tf the indications given recently by 
Tukhachevsxi, eccording to which the 
number of planes has increased by 330% 
since 1940, aad the official figures 
published by the League of Nations, 
1.e., 750 Sovict airplanes as of Janu- 


ary 1, 1931, are considered, the num- 
ber of 3,000 vianes seems to be near 


the truth. According to the figures 
published by the Soviet press, the num- 
ber of planes which participated on 
Way 1, 195¢, in the various cities of 
the USSR was about 3,000, including 
800 planes in the Far East. 

The Special Far Eastern Army has one 
air ovrigede (4 groups andi 5 separate 
squadrons and one naval air a Sag 
(9 gvoups and 2 separate squadrons), al- 
togevher avout 780 planes; these units 
are included in the above figures. 

The location of the cther brigades is 
follows: 4 in the Leninerad M.D. (20 
ard 7 sengcate squadrons); 3 in 

(.D. (10 groups and 11 sena- 
‘rate sjuadrons), S$ in the White Russian 
MDL (7 squad~ 
rors); ( 


grevups and 12 separate 
3 in the Ukreinian D.M. 

groups ard 14 separate squadrons); 4 in 

the Siberian M.D.: 2 in Central Asia; 1 

in the Kazak Military Conmissariat; and 

1 in the Red Banner Caucasian Arny. 

The numter ci these units will. soon 
be increased as the #ive-Yeer Pian pro- 
vides for a total of 5,000 planes or- 
ganized into 96 groups; of these 4,000 
lanes are supposed to be in active 


service. The secoud Five-Year Plan pro- 


! 
4 
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4 


i 
’ 


vices fur the construction of 300 all- 
etel pursuit vnianes, 120 cbservation 
oienes of a considerable rauge, lie 
attack plaaes, €O heavy; bombers, and, 
for the Navy, 242 pursuit planes, 92 ob- 
servation planes and %O bombers. The 
construction of humbardment planes and 
large planes shows thet the Soviet Gen- 


eral Staff has elopted the doctrine of 


jthe Ltalian Gere -2l Douhet. 
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A CORFECTICN 

issue of the News Letter, 

antowuncing changes asony Air Corps noacoumis- 

sioned personnel, the name of Technical Set. 

Herbert Michler ic includec among others pro- 

moted to the grace of Master Sergeant. In 


Cn Page 7 of this 


the issue of the !'cvs Letter of February 1, 
1955, which cont:iucd a list of Technical and 
Steff Sergeants whe, in the order of their 


stending, were elicible fur promotion to the 
next higher grade, the nemo of Sergeent Michler 
was, tirougn errer, omitted from the list of 
eligibles for the grade of Master Sergeant 
and, instead, shewn on the list of eligibles 
for promotion. to tue grade of Technical Ser- 
gecnt. This noncommissioned officer has been 
a Technical Sergeant for some years, and his 
correct position should have been shown on, the 
Clicible list for luaster Sergeant between the 
names 6f Sergeants Benj. J. Fine and Don W. 
Whiteside. 

V-5898, A.C. 








NEW CLASS REPORTS AT ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL Kenneth H. Gibson March Field, Calif, 


Eoward W. Helfert Sioux Falls, S. D. 
A new class of students entered the Advanced | Lowell F. Johnson Lafayette, Ind, 
Flying School, Kell; Field, Texas, for training | Charles 5. Lancaster, Jr. Lexington, Ky, 
on October 15th. This class consists of six Clerence K. Longacre Williamsport, Pa. 
officers of the Regular Army, 2 foreign offi- Robert L. Olinger Angola, Ind. 
cers, and 50 Flying Cadets, a total of 58 stu- | Chris H. W. Reuter Waco, Texas 
dents. Robert C. Sexton Los Cruces, New Mexico 
Ground school for this class began on October | Tillard ©. Sherman Mt. Vernon, S.D. 
18th, and flying training on the 21st. These David H. Walker Sacramento, Calif, 
students were assigned to sections for training | mone QO Qrm= 


as indiceted below: 
Rerular Officers 


MIM PAD DAMIAm T 
Cant. James 8. Jordan, A.C. (0} ee sicecaaish oni 

















2a Lt.Jerome E.Blair, II,Cav. (P) To Mejor 
2d Lt.Robert N.Tyson, Inf. (P) Cavtain George As McHenry, Jr., assigned as 
24 Lt.Paul Burlingame, Jr., Inf. (2) coumanding officer, 8lst Service Squadron,Kelly 
2a Lt. Stanley J. Donovan, Inf, (B) Field, Texas, Noverber 3, 1935. 
2d Lt. Edward Flanick, F.A. (3) Cantain Signa A. Gilkey assigned as command- 
Forcion Officers a jing officer, 4th Observation Squadron, Luke 
Lt. Jose G.V. Ahumda (P) Mexican Army “Field, T.H., Noverber 7, 1935. 
Capt. Jose C. Silva Vuricy (0). Air’Corps;?zazil | Captain James W. Spry assigned ds commanding 
Flying Cadets _ | officer, 69th Service Squadron, Hamilton Field, 
ATTACE SECTICN ‘Calif., November 11, 1935. 
Robert S. Atkinson Reno, Nevada, To Caotain 
Glenn F. Brass Okenah, Okla.' Ist Lieut. Shelton «. Prudhomme assigned as 
Nelson T. Brown Tulere,Calif. |'enzineer officer, 66th Service Squadron, 
John H. Eakin Ca:sbridge, Mass.| Nichols Field, P.I., November 16, 1935, 
Ryder W. Finn Familton Field,Caliz.| lst Lieut. Delmar T. Spivey assigned as en- 
John S. Hardy Logansport, La.! zineer officer, 8lst Service Squadron, Kelly 
Edwin H. Hawes Victoria, Texas! Field, November 3, 19355. 
Elbert D. Reynolds Beauront, Texas: To l-t Lieutenant 
Roger M. Roberts Menlo Pari, Calif.! 2nd Lieut. Millard L. Haskin assigned as 
Kermit D. Stevens Portland, Ore.! communications officer, 99th Bombardment Squad- 
David Wade Minden, La.‘ ron, Mitchel Field, N.Y., November 10, 1935. 
Earl Willoughby Fl Centro, Calif. | ---000--- 
OBSERVATION SECTION ! The duty assignments of the following-nemed 
Robert F. Burnham Battle Creck»,Mick. | 43> Corps officers, holding temporary increased 
Russell L. Flolo Aberdeen, S. D-l yank, were changed. Wo changes of station are 
Bela A. Harcos Los Angeles, Calif.! involved, and officers retain temorary rack: 
William Rethorst Piedmont, Calif.| Captain Frederick L. Anderson, Jr., from 
Robert W. Ryder Minneapolis, Minn.| guty with Station Complement to Flight Command- 
Russell T. Sutherland Champaign, I12.| er “9th Bomberdment Squadron, Yemilton Ficld. 
Ernest F. Wackwitz Fockville Center, %.I, N.Y.| Captain Walter Ke Agee from 11th Bombardment 
Audrin R, Walker University , Ale-! sinedron to Flight Commander, 83th Observation 
severiy B, Warren Plainviow, Texes| squadron, Eamilton Ficla, November 18, 1935. 
John D. Whitt we _ Austin, Texas; ‘Ceptain Richard I. Dusen from 88th Observation 
PURSUIT SECTION _, |Squadron to Flight Commander, 11th Bombardment 
Bertrand B. Bruce Los Angeles, Calif.) ¢-uearon, Hamilton Field, Calif. Nov. 18,193¢. 
Wilbur D. Camp Arlincvon, Texas| ““Ceotain Richard C. Lindsay from 9th Bomlard- 
Arch G. Campbell Fort “lorth, Texes|ment Squadron to Flight Comander, 88th Observe 
Chester W. Cecil, Jr. Abilene, Texas} tion Squadron, Hanilton Field ,Calif, , Nov. 28,1935 
Wolcott A. Fariss Sacramento, Calif. Captain George W. Mundy. from Enrineer Officer, 
William L. Hayes, Jr. Sacraine:ito, Calif. 166th Service Swuaéron, to Supply Officer of 
Robert L. Johnston Bellevue, Penna. |tnic squadron, Nichols Field, P-I., Novel6,193 
Ralph M, Kellogs Dever, Mrss. | ‘ np 
Charles E. Kramer Fulton, Ky. | 
ce te eee I Rane 1 Rens. | Air Corps cfficers who recently received pe! 


|manent promoticn to the ran: of Major, as of 


Pobert C. Wosd Haynesville, La. |noverber 1, 1935, were Captains George P 
Harry B. Yo Mexwell Field, ‘a <n 3 " Tae aciele 
i ne CBARTMEN? SECTION 1d, Al |Folneon and Clyde pik minal 

Kenneth G. Ames Bridston, Me. | 

Dalene E. Bailey Spokane, Washe} Major Hez McClellan, Air Corps, is: relieved 
Kenneth A. Caveneh Helpher, Utah|from assignment, duty and temporary rank with 
William E. Creer Spanish Forks, Utah! the 14th Bombardment Squadron, Bolling Field, 
Harry L. Donichi Glencoe, Minn. !Nov. 18, 1935, and assigned to Wright Field,0. 
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THE MITCHELL TROPEY 2Ac2 | Rickenba: cker; Major James H. Doolittle, 


‘ By the News Letter Corres .ondent ‘hz. Gar Wood and "Hell Roaring" Jones 

4 ' from Miles City, Montana. 

, The eleventh centest for the Jonn L. | -——009-—— 

" Mitchell Trophy was held et Selfridge ! 

. Fielc, Mt. Clemens, Mich., on Saturday, | CaUSs OF CaaSu OF Ti BOXING BOMBER 

| October 19th. ‘he weather was ideal 

0 for the occasien aad a crowd of aonorox- | The fincings of the Board of Officers 
. imately 40,000 witnessed ths event. The | convened at Vri 


ight Field, Dayton, Ohio, 
to investiga! ‘6 =he cause of the crash on 
Octcber 30, 1935 , of the Bocinz Aircreft 
Company Bomoardnent plane, model “99, 
were to the effect that the accid ent was 
not due to structural alin or to the 
malfunctioning or failvre of any os the 
four ergines, the airplane control sur- 


a City of wount Clenens coonerated with 
the persvnnel of Selfridgs re Bield in 
planning and advertising the races. The 
assistance of the ! fichigaa Siate Police 
oroved invaluable in handling the trat~ 
fic. <A consicerable sortion of the pro- 
ceeds will be siven, to the Mount Clemens! 





ly Comaiunity Punc and the Arny Relief ‘faces or the automatic pilot, out to the 
society. ! locked condition of tne rudder and eleva- 
. An interesting air program was staged | tor surface controls sahara eo | the 
whicn started as 11:00 a.m. and exuded at tllatter, wich made it imonossible for the 
eGOQ Drie Tse +inal even’ was the vohn | pilot to control tre heciaae, 
. L. Uitchell Trophy rece, which was won | The se findings we = sed on the lock- 
Hl by Gaptaia Karl G3. Gimmler, wno aver~ |ed condition of the controls after tne 
, aged zl.c.596 miles per hour for the 100 "> rash; tne tes stimouy Oe 
miie course. | Putt, com “iiot; of Mir. Leslie R. Tower, 
The ten competitors in this race vsed , Boeing Aircraft Co, test piict, as to. 
P-26h airclancs , and averaged speeds as | ee vine oF tae airplane in the a ree 
indicated: |and the testimony of eye witnesses as to 
Captain Marl. G.E. Cinmmler, 212.096 moh. | the behavior of the airpiane on take cff 
a ut. _varred Vv. Crabb, oe ! | ang baie ft cage ce submitted the Roar 
aj. Warren |. Maxwell, 2i) 469 : rom the evidence submitted the Board 
Capt. [.C. Doubleday, eii.027 " Ilreached tue conclusion taat the elevator 
Capt. Lee Q. Wasser, 209.7538 " jwas Lockea in tue rirst nole of tae quad~ 
ee Foul M. Jacuts 209.595 "  trant on the "up elevator" side when the 
ne Capt. Norme D. Trost. 203.540 : | even tear of, Zor hed the elevator 
Capt. Earle E. Partridge, 203.490 ij been in eitner of the "down elevator' 
Cent. Dixon M. Allis n, eursbGo * holes on the quadrant or the extreme 
| Major Edwin J. House, a " "up elevat or" hole, it would have teen 
mn It wac necessary LO place a wedge in jimpossible for the airplane to be taken 
the Do} fe le sop to prevent ex “aie j of La tne Prparig ca gv ge ia Pag he 
| menifoic voressure being attuinec, an ,case the piict could not have gotten into 
| the posciole speed ae te airolanes in | the seat without first releasing the con- 
the event was recuced accorcingly. | trols. With the elevator in this posi- 
ad- The dunicr Bircmen sneed dash was won ltion t fhey are inclined at an angle of 
, by end Iieut. George A. © ue ina 1125 degrees. 
at P=26h airplane, at an average speed of | During the take- ~off run the airplane 
yn 244.515 m.p.n. over the mile course. | coud 20t assume | wn angle of attack great- 
The Curtiss-Wright Tiophy Race was |er,than the lan¢. mys ang!ie of the airplane 
tion Staged by six pilots from the 8th | (73 degrecs ) plus the angle of incidence 
nt | Pursuit Groun, Langley Field, using P-6E' gf the monoplan: «ing to the fuselage 
Be aehanen. this event was won by sigat. (3 degrees) or e iotal angle of 105 de- 
j- fe eg at an average speed of 194 grees. Te ong wouid not be particularly 
var miles per hour. not iccable to the nilet during the ground 
1935, All ev ents were on schecule, with the , Tun : , 
oer, exception cf the rass parecaute jump, 
which ned to te omiviel from tne pro- |. .. However, as soon as the airplane 
935, hor in ~~ afternoon on account cf the lett, ee, * gig pepe ogg 
strong wind. itestified was in 2 tail low attitude e 
eG i ot . Giscipline was display- elevators, with lacreasing power, varying 
R € y pilots and, as a resuit, no las the square of tle air sneed vpprexi- 
aad accident of any kind marrea the show. |mately 74 miles per hour at take- -of £), 
The interest displayed in the eveut by | tencec constently to increase the angle 
flyers, military as well as civilian, jor attack, until tre stall was reached. 


UL 
was demoastrated by the fact that 75 |The serve tab on the elevater also tend- 
Mee bee | Milots resistered at tle field jed to ageravate tis exireme teil heavy 

during the day. Anong the distinzuishe posit iou, since with locked elevators, 
at 
v 


ce wit 
: guests wuo attended were General Frank jand the pilct 5 sling forward on the con- 
M. Andrews; General H.C. Pratt; General jtrol colwan, the serve tabs were up, and 
! William Mitchell, the donor of the themselves acted as small elevators on 
0. hy; General §.D. Imbick, General tne Yixed elevator oroper. 

ie Robins, Colonel Fdwerd Due to the size of the airplane and the 
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inherent design of the control system, 
it is improbable that a pilot, taking 
off under these conditions, would dis- 
cover that the controls were locked un- 
til too late to prevent a crasn. 

The locked condition of the controls 
was due either to the possibility that | 
no effort was made to unlock the con- 
trols prior to take-off, and as a re- 
sult the controls were fully locked; 
the possibility that the pilot only par- 
tially depressed the locking handle and 
as a result the locking pin was only 
partially withdrawn from its hole in 
the face of the locking quadrant; or 


the possibility that the locking handle 
was fully depresseu prior to take-off 


and, due to the makfunctioning of the 

system, did not fully disengage the 

locking pin. There was no evidence to 

show that the system had ever malfunc- 

tioned, but due to the inherent <4 

it must be considered as a vossibility. 
-~-000-—— 


GUARDSMEN OBSERVE NAVY FLIGHT OPERATIONS 


"Geng way for the Navy!" 

And the 4lst Division Aviation, 
Washington National Guard, Spokane, 
stepped aside while three airplanes 
from the U.S.S. SARATOGA took conmand 
of the situation on the recent Navy Day 
celebration. 

Leading the flight from Bremerton navy 
yard was en Amphibian and two Navy Scout 
planes. Accompanying Rear Admiral T.T. 
Craven. and his party to Spokane by train 
was Commander Robert Molten, Executive 
Officer of the SARATOGA. Commander 
Molten and Major Robin A. Day, commander 
of the 4lst Division Aviation, served 
together in the Canal Zone, and tuere- 
fore found a great deal in common as 
they renewed acquaintances and discussed 
military aviation. Particularly inter- 
esting to officers of the National Guard 
Squadron was the description of the air- 
plane Carrier by pilots on the flight 
and the hengar demonstration of the use 
of the "Navy hook" in landing on deck. 

It was stated that the U.S.S. RANGER, 
carrier, will make a cruise into north- 
ern waters this winter for the purpose 
of experimenting with landings and take~ 
offs Trom the icy deck of the Carrier. 
This was said to be the most serious 
pron aen confronting Naval Aviation on 
the Carriers. It was stated that on an 
icy deck take~-offs are extremely diffi- 
cult, because the pilot has little con- 
trol over his airplane, while the land- 
ings are easier as a result of the tail- 
skid "hook" which pulls down the air- 
plane as it nears the deck. 

_ Officers of the SARATOGA extended an 

invitation to officers of the 41st Divi- 
sion Aviation to visit the Carrier while 
it is in dry dock, promising to explain 


TEMPORARY PROMOTION OF AIR CORPS CFFICERS 


To Lieutenant-Colonel 

Major Edmund W. Hill assigned as Air Officer 
on the staff of Sth Corps Area Commander, 
Chicago, I1l., November 13, 1935. 

To Captain 

lst Lieut. Lawrence H. Douthit assigned Flight 
Commander, 95th Attack Squadron, March Field, 
November 13, 1935. 

lst Lieut. Guy F. Hicks assigned Flight Com 
meander, 74th Attack Squadron, March Field, 
November 135, 1935. 

lst Lieut. George H. Sparhawk assigned Flight 
Commander, 5lst Attack Squadron, Maxwell Field, 
Ala., November 13, 1935. 

lst Lieut. John B. Ackerman assigned Flight 
Commander, 86th Observation Squadron, Maxwell 
Field, Ala., November 13, 1935. 

lst Lieut. Joseph A. Bulger assigned Flight 
Commander, 33rd Pursuit Squadron, Langley Field, 
Ve., November 18, 1925. 

lst Lieut. Stuart G. McLennan assigned Flight 
Commander, 37th Attack Squadron, Langley Field, 
Ya., November 18, 1935. 

ist Lieut. Fichard A. Grussendorf assigned 
Flicht Commander, 37th Attack Squadron, Langley 
Field, Va., November 18, 1935. 

To First Lieutenent 

2nd Lieut. Edward J. Hale assigned Engineer 
Officer, 87th Pursuit Souadron, Maxwell Field, 
Ala., November 13, 1935. 

2nd Lieut. Daniel I. Moler assigned Engineer 
Officer, 86th Observation Scuvadron, Maxwell 
Field, Ala., November 13, 1935. 

2nd Lieut. Clayton B. Claasen assigned Trars- 
vort Officer, 84th Service Squadron, Maxweil 
Field, Ala., November 13, 1935. 

---000--- 








Captain Edgar A. Sirmyer, Jr., was relieved 
Nove 18, 1935, as Flight Commander, 33rd Pursuit 
Scuadron, Langley Field, and assigned as Inte?- 
ligence and Operations Officer of this squairon 

Captain Raymond Morrison was relieved from 
assignment and duty with the GHQ Air Force at 
Hamilton Field end directed to report to the 
Commending Officer of that field for duty with 
the Station Comlement. 

Major Arthur G Hanilton wes relieved from 
assignment, duty and temporary rank with the 
69th Service Squadron, Hamilton Field, and as- 
signed as Operations Officer, Station Comple- 
ment, at that field. 

---000--~ 


ORDNANCE OFFICER VISITS BARKSDALE FIELD 


Brigedier-General Edward i. Schinkle, Assis- 
tant Chief of Ordnance, arrived on November 
4th at Barksdale Field, La., from Langley Field, 
Va., in a large Douglas Amphibian plane, after 
a non-stop flight of approximately seven hours. 

General Schinkle spent two days at Barksdale 
Field inspecting those features thereof in 
which he was interested. 





all the operations "aboard ship." 


«16~ 


V-6898, A.C. 





F 
lis 
wit 
min 
and 
les 
era 
the 
wit 
lic 
not 
sho 


the 
pil. 
tio 
poi. 


Ty 
the 
a 0: 
cer} 
red 

atl 
. 
run 
lin 
cas: 
te 
and 
Tex: 
litt 
Pas: 
eizt 
clo 
the 
reti 
hinc 
to ¢ 
ref] 
few 
coc! 
the 
brov 
dowry 
not 
mi zh 
engu 
nose 
tion 

Ey 
air, 
woul 
out 
turn 
thin 
Clou 
in a 
sunl 
nete 
14,0 
ing ( 
and : 
ity | 
the 
will 
hotic 

The 
lowe: 


Ww wa *3 
. 








"AND I LEARNED ABOUT FLYING FROM THAT." 


Frequently the News Letter will pud- 
lish unsigned articles oa this subject 
with a view to providing two or three 
entertaizment fcr the reader 
and at tne same time convey some useful 
lesson or moral Contributions Wiil be 
lag lage ag by the Office of 


rh 


the Chref of the Air Corns. Ta keeping | 


with the policy of the majority of pub- 
lications that anonsmous material is 
noe esirec, each. article submitted 
shouli be signed by the writer. 

Any expericnce in your flying career, 
the warration of which might aid other 
pilots, will be a worth while contribu- 
tion aud may actually avert pain,disap- 
pointment and expense. 

Twelve o'clock noon, and I gazed from 
the cockoit of my 0-38 airplane through 
a brown world at a thin, scarcely cis~ 
cernidle Line some seven or eigzt nund 
red feet below. It was parallel to my 


ath of flizht, because T was following | 
1t intently. it was only a curtry road 


runnin; d2arailel to tuc Pesotex pine 
line leading from Vins, Texas, to that 
casis imovn as Si Paso. 

Gradualiy the shace cf brown deevened 
and I mew beyona all. doubt that a 
Texas dust storm was at hand. ‘The 
little radio station in the Guacelupe 
Pass gave a visibility report oF one- 
eizhth cl a nile, witr 
clouds all around. 1 : Se 
the pipe Line anc sudden ve craved to 
aura to Midiand, a lundred miles be- 
hind. At ebout the same time I decided 
to check ny fuel py. . Tast aad a 
reflecting gauge glass accounted for a 
few seconcs with my eves inside the 
cocispit. When I again looked below, 
the road and pine line were gone. Only 
brown atuo sphere was there. I eased 
down a couple of hundred feet, tut did 
~ hunt the road longer for fear I 

izht find it. I was not exrerienced 
ensue, t> venture down through, so I 
nosed ner wo end in tne general direc- 
tion of Tl Paso. 

Ever rougher and rougher became the 
air, and at times it seemed as if it 
would be imoossible to get straightened 
out without the use of the benk and 
turn indicator. sBut cventually ever;- 
thins comes to an end, and the brown 
clouds became thinner and thinner, and 
ina moment I popped out into brilliaut 
Sunlight. I glanced at the altituce 
meter and it registerec just under 
14,000 feet. I could hear the reassur- 
ins calls of the beecon from El Faso, 
and noted the broadcast geve a visibil- 
ity of 30 miles. A momeat or two later 

he same voice stated: "This station 
will be, off the air until further 
notice,! 

The previous compass course was fol- 
lowed,and after want seemed like a long 


“47+ 





| time an old salt flat and a hill nearby 
| tema visible. A little bit later it 
| was noted that I was from le to 14 
|miles cff my course. 

ive avually, +e se so came into view, 
and the old balloon hangar with the 
Arny's largest mp “ was, indeed, a wel- 
i come signt. Somewhere in the thick 
| Just clouds behind me was the entire 
range of the Guadalupe Mounvains, 
Gue. edalupe ote : radio station and all. 

From this ttle incident I learned 
that one aa be very careful about 
determining the.,exact course wiile the 
raiio beacon is with him. My Large 
error in navigat ion was probadly due 
to drift for which I had not conaaven 
at the proper time. 

---900--- 


JAPANSSE OFPiCSRS VISIT SLLFRIDGE FIELD 


Eight officers of the Imperial Japan- 
ese Army, having been authorized by 
the Wear Decuirtment to visit the First 
Fursuit Grouwo, Seliridge Field, Mich., 
arrivec on the post at 10:00 a.m., 
October 30tn. che group included Major- 
Genez cal S. fto, Lt.-Cols. Y. Sakagucai, 

Majors S. Youo saya Y. simura, 


‘ iM. Tan da, and £ Mugineer K. 
feut.—-Colonel Reaves met the 
party at the main gute upon its arrival, 
and greeted the General with a salute 
of thirteen guns. Luncheon was served 
the party et the Orficers' Club, al ter 
wnicn the Japanese officers were ccrz 
ducted over ve post and efforied the 
oovortunity of Witnessing flying train- 
ins, tollowing which they d eparted | for 
atroit. 





~=--000--- 
SUPPLISS FOR THE FIRST WING MANEUVERS 


A total of 142 tons of bombs and 


203,000 rounds of caliber .50 exumunition 
is emg | usod Lr he mai seuvers of tiie 

First Wing Yov. 4-17 in the San Joaquin 
Valley. This es disclosed by Major Ray 


Pars 


&. Dunn, Sunply Officer of the lst Wing, 
who rurther stated: "We will use 1170 
fifty-pound bombs curing this maneuver 
and 2263 one-hundred-peund bombs. The 
bombing will ali ve dene on the Muroc 
Dry Lake Fanuee cn tne Mojave had 
Only a small cuarze of explos ve vill 

be used, as “ acouracy in max ns hits will 
be the vrime corsiceration. 

The camps ere being supplied with food 
through the mediwa of the service squad- 
rons, they in turn securin: the edibles 
throuch the edvan-ed devots at March and 
dam iliou Fields. LY was deterni ned that 
over 125,000 gollons of gasoline and 
L? e214 gallons of oil will be used by 
airplenes particivating in this maneuver, 

18 saeeils of which béing covered by, 
utilizias funds normally used in the home 





posts.No additicnal expenses are incurred. 
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